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DEVELOPMENT 

FEBRUARY 10, 2017 

A scientific research has established that Tanzania news media does not contribute effectively towards 

the national efforts to eradicate poverty among the majority population in the country because the news 

was urban centric, public officials related, political- focused and male dominated. 

The research examined 10,371 news items published in 15 media outlets. These included eleven daily 

Newspapers, 8:00 pm news bulletins aired by two televisions and two radios stations for the whole 

month of February 2014. The purpose was to find out the answers to the question: What development 

issues does the Tanzania news media cover and from whose perspectives?  Out of the 10,371 news items 

9,607 were published in eleven newspapers. 

The findings show that out of 10,371 news items published, 4,750 (45.8%) were from Dar es Salaam 

region. The remaining 5,621 (54.2%) the rest were from 24 regions in Mainland and Zanzibar. 

However,   if these 10,371 news items were considered as valuable development resource or opportunity 

and equally   distributed each region would benefit with 368 opportunities. 

These news opportunities would be used to discuss social, economic and political development issues in 

each of these regions. In so doing development stakeholders  including  the government,  NGOs,  faith 

based organizations,  learning institutions, financial institutions, foreign  development partners and 

citizens themselves  would take actions  to bring solutions to developmental challenges affecting the 

regions. 

Comparatively, Dar es Salaam region alone had higher news media opportunity not fewer than 15 times 

than each of the 25 other locations in the country. This suggests lost development opportunities in 25 

regions that their development issues were rarely reported in the national news. Such development 

challenges affecting majority poor people in the rural areas including lack of clean and safe water, 

schools, health facilities, electricity, roads, and the like.  

Further the findings also show the largest portion of the news published in the media discussed 

development from the perspective of the government. Out of 14,637 people quoted in the 10,371 news 

items examined, 8,398 (57.4%) quoted the views of the public officials while individual politicians 

quoted in the news were 1,945 (13.3%) and representatives of civil society organizations were 2,757 

(18.8%) and 1,199 (10.5%) were ordinary citizens. 

But, if an individual getting chance to speak to the public through the news media would be translated 

into development opportunity and 14,637 people who got an opportunity to speak through the media 

were equally divided among the four categories, people from each category (public officials, CSOs, 

politicians and citizens) would get 3,659 opportunities.  

This means news opportunity that benefited public officials outpaced by far other groups. The public 

officials had opportunity higher five times than ordinary citizens, four than individual politicians and 

three times than CSOs.  
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Public officials included government leaders at local and national levels. They also included   officials 

from corporate bodies, agencies, UN bodies and foreign embassies.  

 

Politician were representatives from political parties while people grouped as CSOs were representatives 

of professional organizations, Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs), trade unions, religious groups, 

private companies and enterprises including  private  financial facilities, private health facilities, private 

universities, private colleges and private primary and secondary schools  and  the citizens ‘category 

constituted the ordinary citizenry. 

 

Further the findings show that for newspapers in average each news item was constructed from views 

gathered from a single person while for broadcast media in average not fewer that two people were 

quoted in a story. 

  

 

The research conducted by the Legal and Human Rights Centre member, Ananilea Nkya as partial 

fulfilment of her degree of doctor of philosophy. The research findings reveal that news published in 

Tanzania national news media focuses on development benefiting political class. 

Out of 411 news items published as prominent lead news in the 15 media 234 (57%) were about politics 

whereas 121 (29%) discussed social issues and 56 (14%)   economic issues.  The findings suggest that 

the Tanzania news media focuses on political discussions and ignore issues that would improve 

economic and social well being of the general population.  

Further, the number of political related news framed as lead stories were higher in the newspapers as out 

of the 411 lead news items, 307 (74.7%) were published in the eleven newspapers. Out of the 307 news 

items published as lead in newspapers, 67 (22%) were constructed from social development discourses, 

39 (12.5%) economic and the rest 201 (65.5%) political issues. This suggests that almost two third of the 

newspapers lead stories were framed from political discourse.  

Politics related news   stories in the context of this research were those quoted politicians during political 

activities such as meetings, rallies, election campaigns as well as through interviews, press conferences 

and press releases. 

News under the economy category included those dwelt on issues such as corruption scandals, 

embezzlement and mismanagement of public funds and the challenges in tax collection using Electronic 

Fiscal Device (EFD). It also included news that focused on agriculture such as the problems that farmers 

experience in accessing farm inputs and markets, Mining, tourism, industries, and poaching, investments 

and investors, employment and unemployment, stock exchange, business and entrepreneurship, fishing 

and natural resources issues such as illegal logging.  

News categorized under social development issues included human rights issues, gender issues, school 

pregnancy, forced girl child marriages, rape, domestic violence, human trafficking and land issues 

including land grabbing. They also included education issues such as shortage of teachers, class rooms, 

desks and teaching facilities in public schools. It also covered food crisis, health related matters, water, 

electricity, environmental issues such as floods, human rights issues, road accidents, communication 

infrastructures, legal related matters, religious issues, and news that originated from hearings of cases in 

the various courts.  

The state owned broadcast media that were examined were  TBC1 and TBC Taifa while the private 

owned media involved in the study were ITV and Radio One Stereo. Kiswahili language dailies were 
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Nipashe, Mwananchi, Mtanzania, Majira, JamboLeo and Tanzania Daima. Three English language 

dailies were two independently owned newspapers, the Citizen and the Guardian and the state owned the 

Daily News. 

The research findings also show  that  news published in the national media in Tanzania  were male 

dominated Out of 14,655 people quoted in  the 10,371 news published in the 15 media, females were 

2,646 (18%) and males 12,009 (82%). The findings suggests that development views presented in the 

news were male dominated. 

The 14,637 people quoted in the news benefited with media space as development opportunity because 

they were able to express their perspectives that influenced national development agenda. This means 

that if 14,637 were considered as development opportunities and equally divided, men and women as 

social groups each group would get   7,318 opportunities to air their development concerns through the 

media.  

Therefore the fact that the number of males quoted in the news was 12,009 (82%) and 2,646 (18%) 

females, it means that males had almost 5 times more opportunity than females to access media as a 

public space to express their views that influenced national development agenda. The implications 

among others are that females as the largest population in Tanzania missed opportunity almost five times 

more than males to discuss development issues that concern their lives.  

The implications are that development issues affecting women as a social group constituting over 51 

percent of the national population continued to persist. For example, as a result women of  child bearing 

age continue to risk their lives through preventable maternal deaths. Likewise majority of women 

continue to spend several hours daily walking long distances searching for water and fire wood because 

due to shortage of tap water and electricity. 

For newspapers out of 12,822 people quoted 2,371 (18.5%) were females and 10,451 (81.5%) males. 

This means that news items published in the eleven daily newspapers’, on average, males had four times 

more opportunity to express their perspectives on development issues than females.  

However, the Daily News had (24%) percent females whose views on development issues penetrated the 

public sphere through the news. This means that through news items published in Daily News, males had 

three times more opportunity than females to discuss development issues. On the other hand, Mtanzania 

and the Citizen females representation in the news was 16%, and 16.2%, respectively. This means that 

the two newspapers provided males not fewer than five times opportunity to provide their viewpoints on 

development issues than females.  

The findings show that 8,094 media people were involved in gathering discourse that was used in 

framing the 10,371 news items which were published in the 15 media examined in this research.  Out of 

the people 3,039 (37.6%) were females and 5,053 (62.4%) males.  

This means males reporters had opportunity twice more than females to construct and frame news on 

development issues. This would translate to females journalists lost opportunities to engage with 

development issues from women perspective that would make visible and noticeable development issues 

affecting women so that action is taken to solve them.   

                          ________________________________________ 
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FINDINGS IN  TABLES AND  FIGURES 
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Graph 5.1 Development issues framed in newspapers’ news  

 

Graph 5.2 : Development issues in the radio news
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Graph 5.3 : Development issues in television news bulletins  
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5.4.3 Number of males and females in the television news bulletins  
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News distribution in newspapers 

 

5.6.2 Geographical origins of news in the radio and television bulletins  
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5.7 The number of females and males news reporters 
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